Show- Don’t Tell
“Show- Don’t Tell” is pretty much the go-to advice for all writers. But what is it?

When readers approach the prospect of reading a story they do so with some demands of the writer. They want to be entertained. They want to experience the story. They want to story to unfold slowly before them. They want to connect with the text on some level. They want to leave the story feeling as though it is time well spent.

Show- Don't Tell means just what it says. To meet the demands of the reader, a writer needs to show them through their words what they want them to see, not just tell them about it. For the reader, the difference between showing and telling is the difference between experiencing and observing. A writer who shows is the writer who brings their reader one degree closer to the action. They are the one who gives their reader an immersive experience.

Compare the two sentences below: 

He sat on the couch holding his guitar.
VS

His eyes were closed, his arms cradling the guitar like a lover. 

There’s nothing wrong with either of these sentences; both are grammatically correct and convey the information that the writer is trying to get across to their audience. But it is clear that from a readers perspective, the second sentence ‘shows’ the reader the information by allowing them to form an image in their mind. The first sentence merely tells them what is happening. 
While it may sound daunting, the concept of Show- Don’t Tell is a simple one. By using a few basic techniques, and your five senses, anyone can write something that a reader can walk away from feeling as though it has been time well spent. 
Rewrite the TELL sentences below to SHOW the reader what is happening.
1. The man was fat
2. The woman was rich
3. The house was old
4. The boy was lonely
5. The girl was angry
6. It was a hot day

7. There was a traffic jam

8. The mother was tired.
9. The businessman was late.

10. He was afraid.

